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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground 

1.1.1 The purpose of this Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is to set out the 

position of the parties, so far as they relate to the matters of agreement 

(“common ground” and matters of concern (“uncommon ground”) for the Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), arising from the application for 

development consent for the construction and operation of the Boston 

Alternative Energy Facility and the proposed associated development 

(hereafter referred to as ‘the Facility’).   

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 

within the Application Documents. All documents are available on the Planning 

Inspectorate website. 

1.1.3 The aim of this SoCG is to inform the Examining Authority and provide a clear 

position of the state and extent of discussions, agreement and concerns 

between the Applicant and the RSPB on matters relating to the Facility. The 

SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 

agreement has been reached between the parties named in Section 1.3, and 

where agreement has not been reached. SoCGs are an established means in 

the planning process of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific 

issues that may need to be addressed during the examination. 

1.2 Description of the Proposed Development 

1.2.1 A description of the proposed development, including the main elements of the 

Facility are provided in Chapter 5 Project Description of the Environmental 

Statement (ES) (document reference 6.2.5, APP-043).  

1.3 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.3.1 This SoCG has been prepared in respect of the Facility by (1) AUBP, and (2) 

the RSPB, together the Parties. 

1.3.2 AUBP is a privately-owned company, established for the purpose of securing 

development consent for the Facility and then developing and operating the 

Facility. The company team has been involved in industrial development at the 

site in Boston, Lincolnshire since 2004.  

1.3.3 The RSPB was set up in 1889. It is a registered charity incorporated by Royal 

Charter and is Europe’s largest wildlife conservation organisation, with a 

membership of more than 1.1 million. The RSPB manages 220 nature reserves 

in the UK covering an area of over 158,725 hectares. The Society attaches 

great importance to the conservation of the National Sites Network (made up 
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3.1.3 The Rule 6 Letter also advises that all of the SoCGs should cover the Articles 

and Requirements in the draft Development Consent Order and that any 

Interested Party seeking that an Article or Requirement is reworded should 

provide the form of words which are being sought in the SoCG. 

3.1.4 Table 3-1 details the matters which are agreed or not agreed between the 

Parties, including a reference number for each matter. 

3.1.5 Table 3-1 identifies any areas of agreement or disagreement between the 

Parties as follows: 

• Red = Not agreed (i.e. Uncommon Ground) 

• Green = Agreed (i.e. Common Ground)  




































